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Get to know our Project Managers Part Ill - NARC (PP2) and ATM (PP5)
Life @ NARC with Salam AYOUB (PP2)
About the National Agricultural Research Center (NARC)

NARC consists of a main headquarter in Al-Balga and eight regional centers covering the different
areas of Jordan. NARC aims to promote the agricultural sector in Jordan through the
implementation of applied agricultural research and introduction of
appropriate and effective technology in cooperation with relevant
national and international institutions for enhancing the economic and
environmental level of Jordanian farmers. The organization includes
expert researchers in the field of olive cultivation, horticulture, cereals,
legumes, biodiversity, fodders, water, soil and animal husbandry. NARC
has also well established laboratories and operates with 13 research
stations representing different agro-ecological conditions of Jordan. NARC
made a very important accomplishment aligning its goals endorsed within its new strategy (2019-
2023) with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations (Agenda 2030).

aachill Cigadll -ibgll js5all

National Agricultural Research Center|

Learning to know Salam AYOUB, LIVINGAGRO Project Manager at NARC

Salam Ayoub is a senior researcher and the Director of Horticulture Research Directorate at the
National Agricultural Research Center (NARC). He obtained his Ph.D. in Horticulture / Olive tree
physiology at the University of Jordan. He is an expert in olive cultivation and olive oil quality and
works as principal investigator for several research projects related to characterization and
conservation of olive cultivars, reuse of olive mill wastewater and utilization of reclaimed
wastewater. His research interests include olive cultivars and genetic resources, olive oil extraction
and quality, olive irrigation, management of olive mills by-products and organic farming. He has
published 12 peer-reviewed articles, 8 booklets and one book-chapter. He is a member of the
International Society for Horticultural Science (ISHS), member of the AARINENA Olive Network,
olive oil expert for the International Olive Council, member of the Jordanian Society for Organic
Farming, member of the Jordanian olive oil tasting panel and the organizer of the 5™ International
Olive Conference (OLIVEBIOTEQ-2014) which was held in Amman, Jordan, on November 3™ - 6t
2014. Dr. Ayoub is currently working on the implementation of LIVINGAGRO project starting from
the establishment of a demonstration site for olive multifunctional system. An olive field at Maru
Research Station located in Irbid (North of Jordan) was planted in February 2020 with vetch
legume crop as a demonstration for olive intercropping system.

Fo.Re.S.T.A.S. F t

Viale Luigi Merello, 86 « 09123 Cagliari * Italy m%%.é«% _— s AR

Tel. +39 070 279 91 + livingagro.project@forestas. it S Cﬂ / g t“ 7 ‘3\‘\‘ '.5
% | ClHEAM

www.enicbcmed.eu/projects/livingagro )
Sardegnaforeste it e B o e cmdiat an i




Work during COVID19 health emergency

During the ongoing COVID19 crisis, smart working via Skype continues from home with colleagues
from NARC. The progress in implementation of project activities was discussed via Skype meeting
with partners from LARI, Lebanon. Regarding the official work at NARC, due to Corona crises the
government and private sectors in Jordan are off-work (vacation) since March 18t 2020 and
everybody is working from home when needed.

Life @ ATM with Dina PORAZZINI (PP5)
About ATM Consulting s.a.s. (ATM)

ATM consulting s.a.s. is a consulting company based in Italy in different regions such as Sardinia,
Umbria and Lombardy. It deals with assistance, design and innovation transfer in the agro-
forestry sector, not only in the national territory but also in other countries of the European
Union. The company was founded in 1990 by a group of agronomists including the legal
representative who has still today the managerial role. It provides its services with a “network”
philosophy, using a network of skills and collaborations that expands every year according to a
virtuous mechanism of relationships between positive systems. The pillars of ATM's action are
good knowledge of innovations suitable for transfer, technical ability, experience and precision in
“doing”. The sector of work concerning the services related to the application of studies and
researches in the agricultural, forestry, agro-industrial, agro-food and environmental sectors is one
of the main scope of the company.
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Learning to know Dina PORAZZINI, LIVINGAGRO Project Manager at ATM

Dina Porazzini was co-founder of ATM in 1990, being the company involved in many activities and
experiences within projects related to the agricultural and forestry sector such as regional
development programs, local development plans, innovation transfer and European projects. Dina
is graduated in agricultural sciences and has a long experience in transfer innovation and an
experience of assistance to companies of over 30 years. She covers the role of Project Manager for
ATM within LIVINGAGRO project.

Work during COVID19 health emergency

During the COVID-19 emergency some of the working activities at ATM were carried out quite
normally, whereas some were put in standby or reduced. Most of the work, in order to contrast
the spreading of the virus, was done via smart working. Therefore, for some collaborators the
situation has changed little, since they already carried out their activities remotely, while the
workplace moved from the office to home for the rest of the staff. What really changed was the
scheduling of meetings, daily activities and the organization’s way. In fact in this period all the staff
has limited to organize himself to regular meetings via Skype, that however have been very
productive. Obviously some activities concerning physical meetings and co-presence meetings
were postponed. However, despite the difficulties, the work was carried out without too many
complications and from a certain point of view, indeed, it was possible to experiment new
platforms which enable work remotely.
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Agroforestry Systems: innovation for sustainable agricultural production

RpAp—— On Sunday 2™ of February 2020, during the 28™ International Fair for
ATPOAAZIKO Agricultural Machinery, Equipment & Supplies “AGROTICA 2020”, the
:E'“K;!grgtm““mm Geotechnical Chamber of Greece-branch of Central Macedonia in

collaboration with the Hellenic Agroforestry Network organized a
meeting focused on the “Agroforestry Systems: innovation for sustainable agricultural
production". Farmers, cooperative’s representatives and researchers discussed on different issues
regarding the national agroforestry systems. It was reported that traditional agroforestry systems
occupy significant areas, especially in the semi-mountainous areas and in some cases, they were
transformed into monocultures. During the meeting all the participants agreed that the
maintenance of agroforestry systems is considered imperative for the preservation of the good
condition of the soils, the biodiversity and the landscape as well as the provision of financial
support to the rural population. More information about the meeting and the Greek Agroforestry
Network can be found at the following link.
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http://www.agroforestry.gr/pages/

PLANT UP - Upgrading the plant capital

“PlantUp” aims at the introduction and
PI_@NT UP - development of an integrated and cutting-edge
infrastructure for the preservation and
exploitation of the wealth and heritage of the Hellenic plant biodiversity, while assuring
consumers' health and environmental protection. The
implementation of PlantUp reinforces existing infrastructures
and is expected to produce a number of significant results,
including: the preservation of biodiversity and the
conservation of plants' genetic resources; efficient plant
health maintenance; a safeguard against any invasive, non-
indigenous harmful organisms in new plant species; certified
domestic plant propagating material; the introduction of new
plant species and cultivars into cultivation; the development
of modern, advanced and more sustainable technologies in
cultivation practices; the discovery of natural products of pharmaceutical, nutraceutical,
cosmeceutical and agrochemical intereste, as well as the development of high-added-value
products.

The Department of Horticultural Genetics and Biotechnology from MAICH, will upgrade its
existing infrastructure with complementary state-of-the art equipment in the scientific area of
genomics and phenomics. The main objective concentrated mostly on the molecular genotyping
of cultivars in order to assess their genetic diversity. This
project focuses on the discovery of novel characteristics from
two local varieties, a bell shape and a beef type. Emphasis will
be placed on selecting agronomically important
characteristics for both field- and greenhouse-grown Cretan
tomatoes, which include resistance or tolerance to the
devastating Tomato Brown Rugose Fruit Virus and Tomato leaf
miner, longer shelf-life, salt tolerance, postharvest behavior
and nutritional content such as vitamins, lycopene,
antioxidants, ascorbic acid and carotenoids. Traditional and
novel breeding methods will be deployed, along with classic and honeycomb design.

Moreover, by using advanced methodologies from applied mathematics, image processing and
scientific computing will perform morphological analysis of different crop species.

“PlantUp” is implemented under the Action “Reinforcement of the Research and Innovation Infrastructure”, funded
by the Operational Programme “Competitiveness, Entrepreneurship and Innovation” (NSRF 2014-2020) and co-
financed by the Greek Government and the European Union (European Regional Development Fund).
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